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CORRECTION 


R/ Luigi Casotti, mentioned as honorary member of the A.A.H.D. in the 
December Bulletin, resides in Turin, Italy, and not in Milan, 


EARLY FURNACES FOR BAKING PORCELAIN 
R/ In the December 1958 Bulletin, the editor rashly questioned the 
authenticity of an ilIustration in Dr. Curt Proskauer's article on 
porcelain. Proskauer had ascribed to Fonzi, about 1800, the office- 
type porcelain furnace pictured in the article. The editor in contra- 
diction suggested that Fonzi himself had testified that he had always 
employed the furnaces of commercial manufacturies of porcelain for 
baking his teeth, and did not consider the office oven satisfactory 
for "Rerro-metallic" teeth. 


Proskauer, always a careful scholar, has submitted his evidence 
for his ascription of the furnace to Fonzi; Arturo Mingoli, in an - 
article appearing in Clinica Odontoiatrica, 8:201-218 July 31 1953, 
published the picture in question with the legend (translated): "First 
machine (furnace) using pit coal, with which Fonzi fabricated the first 
terro-metallic artificial teeth." There is also in existence (in the 
collection of Robert Meibauer of New York) a water-color painting 
"made by Fonzi" with the legend (translated): "The first little 
furnace of Fonzi for baking porcelain," written in what Proskauer 
believes to be Fonzi's own hand or that’of the historian, Guerini. In 
the absence of contradictory statements, these two bits of evidence 
should be considered adequate, and certainly are sufficient to justify 
Proskauer's use of the picture as illustration. 


The editor's question was based mostly on a statement in Fonzi's 
"Reply to M. Dubois-l’oucou" (1808). Fonzi declares (translated in 
Guerini's Life and Works of Giuseppangelo Fonzi, p. 107): "It is just 
at that epoch (as I said in my first reply and will now repeat) that 
I had my firwt pastes baked in Mr. Fourmi'ts:‘oven. I availed myself 
successively of the ovens of Messrs. Dagoty, Neppel and Lefévre." 


There'is also a passage in Delabarre's Traite de la Partie 
Mecanique, 1820 (Vol. I, p. 128) that bears on’this point. "It would 
be then an error," says Delabarre (translated), "to believe that it is 
only those who are located in the vicinity of the manufacturies of fine 
pottery who can make mineral teeth; in this matter I have performed 
experiments which have proved that M. Fonzi is greatly mistaken in 
making this assertion." 


Neither’ Proskauer's nor the editor's evidence is absolutely incon- 
trovertible, although there is an apparent contradiction. However, 
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it raises a much debated question among the pioneers of porcelain teeth, 


In an unpublished article, the editor wrote some years ago the 
following discussion of this problem: 


"The first efforts of most of the experimenters with porcelain 
teeth were carried out by means of the furnaces of porcelain manu- 
facturers. This is true in the cases of Du Chateau and De Chemant. 
Some of them continued to use only the facilities of factories. Fonzi, 
up to 1808, had baked his teeth in the furnaces of Fourmi, Dagoty, 
Neppel and Lefevre in Paris, and he did not believe that it was 
practical for the dentist to bake the teeth himself, Audibran was of 
the same opinion; and Maury, though he admitted that a dentist might 
fire the porcelain himself, contended that it was more economical to 
use the factory oven or to buy teeth from the manufacturer, 


"De Chemant, on the other hand, at an early date had a small fur- 
nace built for him at the Sevres factory; and when this was destroyed 
through the conniving of Dubois Foucou, he built another for himself 
upon the plans furnished by Darcet. 


"Dubois Foucou in 1808, gave the dimensions and other details for a 
furnace to be installed in the dentist's laboratory. Delabarre was of 
the opinion that if the teeth were made of such refractory materials as 
Fonzi'ts, a manufacturer's furnace was best. However, he described two 
types of furnaces for the laboratory, and indicated that suitable ovens 
could be purchased ready made. Apnarently there were some inconven- 
iences in using the factory furnaces. De Chemant pointed out that the 


dentist had to depend upon the caprice of the factory management and to 
accommodate himself to their practice of firing only once in two months. 
With his laboratory oven, De Chemant claimed he could fire the teeth in 
about one hour, whereas factory firing lasted over a considerable 
period probably over 30 hours from the time the fire was started and 
from 18 to 20 hours after the heat had reached its height." 


NEWS SWEDEN 

R/ Dr. Ake’B, L&fgren, member of the F.D.I. Subcommittee on Dental 
History, reports that the Swedish Dental Society will celebrate its 

Centennial November 21, 1960. Dr. Harald Ramberg and Dr. Matte 

Schmidt's history of the Swedish Dental Society was a contribution to 

the 50th anniversary celebration in 1910. 


A dental museum is being developed at the Dental School of Sweden, 


ee The initiator and curator of collections is Dr. Rikard 
elmer. 


At the 66th annual meeting of the Dental Society of G&teborg, 
January, 1959, Dr. L&fgren read a paper on "Dentistry in Art." 


@@ Arthur W. Lufkin of Hollywood, California, a member‘of the A.A.H.D., 


died January 15, 1959. He was author of a textbook, A History of 
Dentistry. 


